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ACTIVITIES OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED 
SERVICES 

The House Committee on Armed Services had its first meeting in 
the S3d Congress on January 6, 1953 In view of the fact that 
President Eisenhower had not yet been inaugarated, the committee 
was unaware of the attitude of the new administration on legislative 
matters pending before the committee Pending receipt of the new 
administration’s position on these legislative proposals, the committee 
conducted a series of inquiries and briefings on matters within the 
committee’s jurisdiction. 

On January 27 the committee was formally organized into a struc- 
vure consisting of three subcommittees as follows: 


SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 1 


Mr. SHAFER, Chairma 


Mr. Coie, Vice Cha ’ 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM Mr. Prtupin 
Mr. Hess \MIr. Pries 
Mr. NELSON Mr. Fis R 
Mr. BrsHop Mr. Doyut 
Mr. SMITH \Ir. BENNETT 


Mr DuRHAM 
Mr. FARRINGYON, Deleqat 


SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 2 
Mr. ARENDS, Chairman 


Mr. Gavin, Vice Chairman 


Mr. Van ZaNnpT Mr. Ki.pay 
Mr. PATTERSON Mr. RIVERS 
Mr. Bates Mr. H&BER1 
Mr. NELSON Mr. Harpy 
Mr. O’Konsk!I Mr. MILLER 


Mr. Bartwett, Delegate 
SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 3 
Mr. JoHNSON, Chairman 


Mr. Norsuiapb, Vice Chairman 


Mr. VAN ZANDT Mr. Brooks 

Mr. DEVEREUX Mr. WINSTEAD 
Mr. Bray Mr. GREEN 

Mr. SMITH Mr. WickKERSHAM 
Mr. WILSON Mr. PatTTEN 


Mr. FerN6s-ISERN, Resident Commissioner 


Subsequent full committee action added the following subcom- 
mittees: 
DEFENSE ACTIVITIES SUBCOMMITTEE 


Mr. Hess, Chairn 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM Mr. HépBeEr1 
Mr. Bates Mr. Fisher 
Mr. NELSON Mir. Harpy 


ACQUISITIONS AND DISPOSALS 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM, Chairman 


Mr. Bates Mr. FIsHER 
Mr. NELSON Mr. Harpy 








2 ACT riIES OF} 1OUS COM rl ON ARMED SERVICES 
it) airman, Mr. Short, and the rant minority member, Mz 
Vinso are eX O1ICLO nen rs ol ull subeomimittees 
On February 4, 1953, the full commit held its first legislativ. 
m¢ From that dat throuch Jul ) 1953. the vere 45 
of the full committ and Sl meetings of the subcommittees 
{ 1 total of 126 meetings \ total of 76 bills and resolutions wer 
considered, resulting in 34 public laws, and 2 private laws. Eleven 
V ¢ propo als which ere CONSIC( i ana approved by the 
( have ] ed the House and ar yw pend in { Sena 
In a on ext sive hear | 107 I ollicers ( 
Ss were cond ted \ sube ( idied the duty 
) mad { tol her Ol | itl eoionels al | Yenel i 
0 ( l wmed servic Ni \ lecisls On, I Ti ii Live XISUIN 
appro rider, will be recommended with respect to temporary 
p 
+ the maiol ist ( ieceom | } ‘ | ( imnitt 
\ { endment and extension of the Dor Draft Act Public 
F y ~4 rovision {ol thre dy} nosal of the Grover! ment-owned SVii- 
thetic rubber plants (Publie Law 205): the establishment of a survivor 
benefits plan for retired personnel of the uniformed services (Publ 
v \ mo * the rranting of authority to thre Py cl nt to ke id Ol other- 
\ T n ( 11 ulable. naval vessels Lo I) ince It lv, Tur ev, and 
friendly far eastern nations (Public Law 188 and Public Law 214 


the rranting ol authority to the Secretaries of the military depart 


ments to acquire or construct industrial type facilities and acquire 
and stockpil machine tools Public Law 150 ‘the granting of author- 
ity to the military departments to proceed with construction items 


totaling approximately $490 million (Public Law 209); provision for 
ory svysi m of promotion for officers of the Reserve components 
of the Armed Forees (Fi. R. 6573, passed Ho Ise and how pending in 


A synopsis of each of the foregoing major legislative items, and a 
synopsis of all other bills heard and approved by the committee is as 
follow 


\ 


Pusitic Law 7—H. R. 2332 


A bill to require an annual review of military personnel requirements, and for other 
purposes 
This act repealed the so-called Davis rider in the 1952 Defense 
Appropriation Act and imposed limitations on the number of officers 
who could serve in the grades of major and above in all the armed 
services Its enactment prevented the demotion of some 5,400 naval 
lieutenants who had been affected by the Davis rider. 


Pustic Law 8—H. R. 2330 (S. 1188 


A bill to an 1 the Dependents Assistance Act of 1950 to continue in effect 
ertain of the provisions thereof 

This act extended until July 1, 1955, the increased allowances paid 

to enlisted personnel with dependents. Its termination date coincides 


with the termination of the authority to induct men into the armed 
services. Allowances paid to enlisted personnel vary from $51.30 per 
month for one dependent to $96.90 per month for more than two 
dependents. 


RO 
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Pusitic Law 16—S. 1229 


To continue the effectiveness of the Missing P I Act a amended 
extended ntil July 1, 1954 
This act continues the effectiveness ot the Missin Persons Act, as 
amended and extended intil July 1, 1954. Th ratute \ ould o her 


wise have expired on April 1, 1953. The Missing Persons Act provides 
that the heads of executive departments mev continue to eredit the 
pay accounts, and make, continue, or modify allotments to dependents 
of service personnel and civilians who are in a missing status If 
allotments are not in effect when the serviceman is placed in a missing 
category, the head of the department concerned is authorized to make 
allotments to care for dependents. This statute was enacted to con- 
tinue the Missing Persons Act in effect until July 1, 1954, so that a 
study could be conducted within the Depart ment 
which permanent legislation could be proposed te » the Congress. It 
is estimated that the cost of the act for all militar ry services would 
approximate $20 million annually. 


yf = fense after 


To permit continued use of appropriations under t] Defer Ap] riation A 
of 1953 for ARO, In 

rider in the fiseal 1953 defense appropriation bill placed a restric- 
tion on the continued availability of the funds provided in that bill for 
the payment of ARO, Inc., a corporation which was managing the 
Arnold Engineering Development Center, Tullahoma, Tenn., by 
virtue of a contract with the Department of Air Foree. The com- 
mittee and the Congress found the initial objections to this contract 
to be without merit and removed existin 


g¢ restrictions through the 
enactment of this bill. 


Pustic Law 33—H. R. 2317 
To authorize the Seeretarv of the Navv to furnis rtain supplies and services to 
foreign naval vessels on a reimbursable basis, and for other purposes 


This act authorizes the Secretary of the Navy to furnish supplies 
and services such as pilotag repairs, and other similar services on a 
reimbursable basis to foreign naval vessels. Previously, it was neces- 
sary that foreign gov nme nts pay for such supplies and services in 
advance although such advance payments were not required of the 
United States by foreign governments under similar circumstances 


Pustic Law 34—H. R. 2314 


To authorize the Secretary of the > to cor » tl r; C \\ r 
Control and Improvement District Numbered 1 rtain pareels of land in 
exchange for other lands and te ts t oT 1 at the [or ei i States Ma- 
rine Corps Air Station, Eagle Mountain Lake, Texas 


This act authorizes the Secretary of the Navy to convey to the 
Tarrant County Water Control and Improvement District No. 1 of 
Tarrant County, Tex., all right, title, and interest (except avigation 
vasement rights and other rights deemed necessary for retention by 
the Secretary of the Navy) in three parcels oO! land at the former 
United States Marine Corps Air Station, Eagle Mountain Lake, Tex. 
Conveyance of the property is conditioned upon conveyance to the 
United States by the water control district of two parcels of land 
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together with perpetual avigation easement rights over other lands 
of the district. These mutual conveyances will provide an equitable 
adjustment of landownership at this installation. 


Pusuic Law 35—S. 1527 


To amend section 40b of the National Defense Act, as amended (41 Stat. 759, 


777) to remove the limitation upon the detail of officers upon the active 
list for recruiting service and for duty with ROTC units 


This statute repeals that portion of the National Defense Act of 
1920 which provides that officers on the active list of the Army and 
Air Force shall not be detailed to recruiting duty or duty with ROTC 
units “‘when officers on the retired list can be secured who are compe- 
tent.’ It is considered important that oflicers assigned to ROTC 
units as instructors be fully qualified in current military weapons and 
techniques and, consequently, it is desirable to have younger officers 
recently trained to take over these duties, rather than the military 
services being compelled to detail retired officers to such duties, if 
available. Knactment of the law involves no additional expenditure 
of Federal funds. 

Pusntic Law 36—S. 1546 
To amend the act authorizing the Secretary of War to approve a standard design 
for a service flag and service lapel button 


This statute makes it possible that a service flag and lapel button 
indicating service in the present emergency may be authorized for 
wear by members of the immediate family of a person serving in the 
Armed Forces in much the same manner as was the case during 
World War II. The Secretary of Defense is authorized to approve 
a design for a service flag and lapel button and to issue licenses to 
manufacture and sell such flags and buttons. Enactment of this 
act involves no additional expenditure of Government funds. 


Pusiic Law 37—S. 1530 


A 


To amend the Army-Navy Nurses Act of 1947 to authorize the appointment in 
f 


the grade of first lieutenant of nurses and medical specialists in the Regular 
Army and Regular Air Force, and appointment with rank of lieutenant (junior 
grade) of nurses in the Regular Navy 


This act amends existing law relating to the appointment of nurses 
in the Regular Army, Navy, and Air Force, and women medical 
specialists in the Regular Army and Air Force by raising the age 
limitations for original appointments and by authorizing such appoint- 
ments in the grade of first lieutenant in the Army and Air Force and 
lieutenant junior grade) in the Navy. The cost of the law is difficult 
to estimate but will result in some increased costs represented by the 
difference in pay for those nurses and women medical specialists 
commissioned at a higher rank. However, such costs can be absorbed 
in the pay appropriations that are available. 


> 1 


Pusuic Law 38—H. R. 2315 


To retrocede to the State of Virginia concurrent jurisdiction over certain highwavs 


within Fort Belvoir, Virginia 


This act will retrocede to the State of Virginia jurisdiction over 
portions of highways within the Fort Belvoir Military Reservation to 


the extent that all laws of the State and of the United States shall be 
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applicable thereon. The roads which are the subject of this act are 
heavily traveled by the civilian public and it is desirable, therefore, 
that they be policed by both military and civilian authorities with 
prime responsibility in the civilian authorities. 


Pusuic Law 39—S. 1528 


To continue in effect certain appointments as officers and as warrant officers of 
the Army and of the Air Fores 


This law is intended to prevent a gap in the continuity of service for 
certain officers and warrant officers currently in a status of missing 
in action or captured by the enemy, and whose appointments would 
normally terminate before the person holding the appointment might 
normally be expected to be released from active military service. 


Under the Armed Forces Reserve Act of 1952, officers holding definite 
term appointments are offered an opportunity to change to Inde finite 
commissions, upon their request. However, officers missing in action 


or who are under enemy control cannot take advantage of the privilege 
of converting their appointments. This statute continues their 
present appointments in effect until they are returned to this Nation’s 
control and given an opportunity to make a selection. The statute 
involves no additional expenditure of Govevuihient funds 


PusBuic Law 40—S. 1547 


To authorize payment for the transportation of household effects of certain naval 
personnel 


The purpose of this act is twofold: (1) To validate pavments dis- 
allowed as the result of a Comptroller General’s decision of June 13, 
1947, for the transportation at Government expense of household 
effects of certain persons released from active duty; and (2) to au- 
thorize the payment of those claims of individuals for reimbursement 
for expenses incurred in shipping household effects upon release from 
active duty. The Pienarined’ of the Navy made payments cover- 
ine the cost of the transportation of household effects of certain 
officers and later these payments were invalidated by the Comptroller 
General’s ruling. The statute legalizes pee previously made 
in the amount of $50,400 and would result in an additional estimated 
cost of $42,600 to cover anticipated claims. 


Pt BLI¢ LAW 3 H R 1554 
To retrocede to the State of Oklahoma concurrent jUrIS l over the right- 
of-way for United States Highways 62 and 277 within t Fort Sill Military 


Reservation, Oklahoma 


This act will retrocede to the ite of Oklahom irisdiction over 
portions of hichw: ays within the ort Sill Mil bar R servation to the 
extent that all laws of the State and of the United States shall be 
ipplic able thereon. The roads which are the subj t of this act are 


heavily traveled by the eivilian publ Cc and it 1s cde Ss rable. there fore, 
that they be policed by both militarv and e vilian authorities with 
prime responsibility in the civilian authorities 
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Purztic Law 46—S. 1448 


propertte of the Mil ur Kstabl] nt, to cor ne in eff + the 


ix months after the present emergency 


The act extends existing law prohibiting the photographing, map- 
tion of facilities 


; ] r 1 
ping, sket hing, or the making of any other represent: 
] 


il 
or equipment within posts, stations, camps, and other installations 
f the United States The law is extended by 


vital to the defense oO 
hy get far th ' Pa re i ea ten oe lay . ) | 
thi act Tor the duration o the national emercvency, pius 6 months 


rh} 4 4 "a a, ] 
The tatute will ( ntail the expe nditure ot no Federal funds, 


This act authorizes the United States Post Office Department to 
designate as postal clerks and assistant postal clerks certain enlisted 
personnel of the military services who have been selected for such desig- 
nation by the Secretary of the department concerned Such desig- 
nated personnel are authorized under the act to receive and open 
pouches and sacks of mail addressed to the post offices, stations, vessels, 
and installations of the departments concerned; deliver such mail; 
sell postage stamps; make up and dispatch mails; and perform other 
postal duties authorized by the Postmaster General. The statute 


would entail the expenditure of approximately $35,000 per annum. 


An Act to amend the Universal Militarv Training and Service Act, as amended, 


SO ast rovide for special registration, classification, and induction of certain 
and allied specialists catego and for other purposes 


This act extended the authority to induct phvsicians, dentists, and 
veterinarians from Julv 1. 1953. to Julv 1. 1955. to eoincide with the 
date when the authority for inductin y persons into the armed services 
expires. The act corrected many inequities that had previously 
existed in the doctors draft law by crediting past service, permitting 
commissions to be terminated, providing for the proper grade of 
officers commissioned as physicians, dentists, or veterinarians, and 
permitting their release in accordance with their amount of previous 


service, 


PuBI LAW ‘§ H. R. 2313 
I nue the effectiveness of the Act of March 27, 1942, as extended, relating 
nspection and audit of plants, books, and records of defense contractors 
f itl f the national emerget proclaimed December 15, 1950, 
1 li ite 


This act extends the statute passed in 1942 providing for the in- 
spection, audit, and examination of the plants, books, and records of 
contractors with whom defense contracts have been placed. This 
authority will remain in effect until 6 months after the termination 
of the national emergency proclaimed by the President on December 
16, 1950, or until such earlier date as may be provided by the Congress 
by concurrent resolution or by the President. This act will provide 
the necessary surveillance over the records of defense contractors. 
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‘ peal tl orityv t s i \ \ 
4 ‘ 
ihis act repeais existing authority hich peri ' ( sted man 
} 1 i 
purchase his discharge from his militarv or naval service kn act 
1 ' , . : 
oO} June lo. ISGO. In the case of the Arm \ and DV Implication th Au 
: } . ‘ } a} \ ] 
Foree) and an act of March 3, 1893. in the case of the Navy and 
4 1 1 ! 4 
Marine Corps, authorized enlisted personnel to purchase their dis 
’ } } tr 1) j 
charge These laws were suspended duri World War Il and there 
after, but such suspension wot Id ha a ] iQ but 
f 4] ' ] | | { sa ; ; 
for the enactment of this statute Obviously, the statutes authorizing 
persor purehase dischar re | let {oq tent witt 
ersons to purchase ischarcves Ce} opsorete a nconsis n thn 
the present-day concept OL Un salit ( ligation and service 
he Statute Involves the expendity { » be ] nds 
Pursuic | rf S 2000 
Lo a 7 eC! ‘ of mv Reg Air | 
Vil e thal es 
tior ntl | led for Ea 
service, and ior other purpose 
)2 Public Law S10. SOth Coneress 


his statute amends section 202 of Pu 
} ‘ 
a section 


by eleting from said section the words ‘‘or more than 30 
202 of the cited law provides for the vol intarv retirement ol Reeular 
‘ 


and Reserve officers ol the \rm\ and Air Force upon completion oO 


not less than 20 or more than 30 vears active Federal service, at least 
10 years of which must be active commissioned service. This section 
: of the law places a penalty upon the Reserve officer with more than 
30 years service by denying to him retirement under its provisions. 


=o = ° 
ir) oo 
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Consequently, Public Law 126 deletes the words ‘or more than 30” 
and thus remedies this condition. There are approximately 300 
Reserve officers in the Army and 4 in the Air Force who are affected 
by this law. It is estimated that the cost of enactment of this statute 
will be approximately $110,000 annually 


Purzuic Law 128—S. 1422 


To eor ie the effect of the statutory provisions relating to the deposi t of savings 


for members of the Armva l Air For 7c and for other purposes 


This act extends temporary law concerning deposits of savings for 

embers of the Army and Air Force until July I, 1954. The Depart- 
ment of Defense is making a complete study of savings deposit laws 
with the object of proposing new permanent uniform legislation to the 
Congress. The enactment of the statute involves the expenditure of 
no Federal funds 


Put ] y 129 S. 1529 


moO 


Po amend the Act of July 28, 1942 (ch. 528, 56 Stat. 722), relating to posthumou 


appointments and commissions, and for other purposes 


This act amends the law relating to posthumous appointments or 
promotions so that the date of death of a person previously carried in 
a missing-in-action or similar status would be established as either the 
date of receipt of report that such person was dead or the date of the 
death finding made under the provisions of the Missing Persons Act 
Before the enactment of this law. the date of death of persons in this 
category was the actual date of death. The Missing Persons Act 
provides that a person is presun ed to be alive until determined other- 
wise and, therefore, his promotion can be completed. However, it 
sometimes happens that at a subsequent d: oy it is discovered that the 
person ac tually died before the selection of the recommendation for 
appointment or promotion took place. Under the law in existence 
prior to the enactment of this act, the purported selection or appoint- 
ment is void if it is later discovered that death occurred prior to the 
selection for promotion. Consequently, it has been necessary to 
notiiy the family of the deceased that his promotion was a nullity and 
had to be re voked. Obviously , this has caused needless eT1e of. The 
statute will correct this matter. The act involves the expenditure of 
ho Federal f funds. 

Pusnic Law 130—H. R. 5508 


ail natruction d other an oritv for the military epa ¢ 
in time of ar or national emergence 
I‘), s) “wid itl wity Par ti ont . ¢ | “a0 
Phis act provides authority for the secretaries of the military 


departments to acquire, construct, expand, convert, and otherwise 
develop privately owned and publicly owned industrial-type plants 
and to establish a mobilization base through the aequisition and stock- 

piling of machiné tools. This authority will be available during the 
national emergency proclaimed by the President on December 16, 
1950, and for 6 months thereafter, or until July 1, 1954, or until 
such date as may be specified by a coneurrent resolution of the 
Coneress, Whichever is the earliest. The need for this type of general 
authority arises from the inability to foresee with accuracy the require 
ments for construction or expansion of plants needed for defense 
production 
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Pusiic Law 131—H. R. 5637 
To provide for the use of the American Nati nal Re 1 Cross ir aid f the Armed 
Forces 


Prior to the enactment of this law the services of the Americar 
National Red Cross were available to the armed services only in times 
of national emergency. In recognition of the excellence of the services 
rendered, this law makes those services available on a permanent basis, 
in times of peace as weil as in times of war and national emergency 


Pusitic Law 135—S. 1644 
To amend the Act of May 27, 1940 (54 Stat. 223), as amended, and the Act o 
February 14, 1931 (46 Stat. 1111), to remove the limitation upon the rank of 
Director of Music, the leader of the Military Academy Band, and to remov 
the limitation upon the pay of the leader of the United States Naval Academy 
Band, and to authorize the appointment of Lieutenant Commander Charles 
Brendler, United States Navy, to the permanent grade of commander in the 


Navy 


The statute removes the limitation upon the rank of the director of 
music, the leader of the Military Academy Band and also removes 
the limitation upon the pay of the leader of the United States Naval 
Academy Band. It also authorizes the appointment of the present 
leader of the United States Navy Band to the permanent grade of 
commander in the Navy. Statutes governing the rank of these band 
leaders have been unduly restrictive and also unjustly discriminatory 
against the present incumbents of these positions. Consequently, this 
act amends the law so that these band leaders may be promoted. The 
cost of this act would be the difference in pay between the rank the 
leaders of the three bands now hold and the rank whieh the Vw ill hold 
when promoted. 

Pusiic Law 188—S. 2277 
To authorize the loan of naval vessels to Italy and France, and to loan or other- 
wise make available naval vessels to friendly far eastern nations 


This bill authorizes the President to lend 2 submarines to Italv, | 


small aireraft carrier to Kk rance, and to lend or otherwise make avail 


able not to exceed 25 destrover-ty pe naval vessels to friendly far east- 
erm nations. The source of these vessels is the reserve fleet of the 
Navy, commonly known as the mothball fleet. While the cost of 
taking these vessels from the reserve fleet and putting them in first- 
class condition is substantial, the legislation specifically provides that 
such costs are to be paid from previously appropriated funds under 
the Mutual Security Act. 


Pusntic Law 205—H. R. 5728 


A hill to authorize the disposal of the Government-owned rubber-pro 
ties, and for other purposes 


This act establishes the procedure under which the Government will 
sell its synthetic rubber facilities. A Commission is to be appointed 
by the President, bids are to be taken, a long negotiation period will 
then follow and a report will be submitted by the Commission to the 
Congress not later than January 31, 1955, recommending the sale of 
the facilities to various purchasers. There are ample provisions with 


regard to the development of a free, competitive industry and Con 
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Pusiic Law 244—H. R. 6039 


To amend section 47e¢ of the National Defense Act 


This statute provides for advanced standing in college ROTC for 


individuals who have received training in voe schools Existing law 
provides advance standing for graduates of junior ROTC schools, but 
heretofore, credit was not given for those who completed training at 
55e schools. There are 65 of these schools which are authorized to 
give junior ROTC type training under the provisions of section 55c 
of the National Defense Act, as amended. These schools v1ve the 
Same type of trainine as junior ROTC schools, except that the pro- 
fessor of military science and tacties in the case of the regular junior 
ROTC schools is an Army officer who is detailed to the school for this 
duty and his salary is paid by the Government. The 5c schools 
select their own professor of military science and tactics who is a 
capable and experienced Reserve or Retired Army officer and whose 
salary is borne by the school. The enactment of the statute entails 
the expenditure of no Federal funds. 


Pusuic Law 268—H. R. 1245 


To provide for the convevance of a tract of land in Dane County, Wisconsin, t« 
the Wisconsin State Ar or Board 


This act will authorize and direct the Secretary of the Army to 
convey without consideration to the Wisconsin State Armory Board, 
for the use of the Wisconsin Army National Guard, all of the Govern- 
ment’s interest in 8.8 acres of land and the improvements thereon 
at Truax Field. Dane County, Wis. The property will be used as a 
site for the construction of an armory Provision is made that the 
Federal participation in the construction of the armory will be reduced 
by an amount equivalent to the fair value of the 8.8 acres conveved 
Provision is also made for reversion of title to the United States should 
the property cease to be used for the training and maintaining of 
Reserve component units. 


Private Law 40—S. 709 


To rive proper recognition to the distinguished ser\ ( f ( one J Cla ide 


This statute authorizes the President to designate Col. J. Claude 
Kimbrough as a consultant in urology at the United States Medical 
Center, such designation to be subject to Colonel Kimbrough’s 
acceptance and terminable at his pleasure or at the pleasure of the 
Secretary of the Army. The nature of the law is to express the 
appreciation of Congress to a soldier-doctor for services excellently 
performed and to confer honor and distinction upon Colonel Kim- 
brough. The enactment of the statute entails the expenditure of no 
Federal funds. 

PrivaTE Law 92—H. R. 5527 
A bill to authorize the employment in a civilian position in the Office of the 

Secretary of Defense of 

retirement from the United States Marine Corps, and for other purposes 


Lieutenant General Graves Blanchard Erskine, upon 


This act permitted Lieutenant General Erskine of the United 
States Marine Corps to be retired and to be employ ed by the Secretary 
of Defense as head of the Office of Psychological Policy. Its enactment 
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was necessary because of the dual employment statute and the then 
existing limitations on retirement. 


The following bills have been passed by the House of Representa- 
tives and are pending in the Senate. 


H. R. 2312 


o repeal Public Law 820, 80th Congress (62 Stat. 1098), entitled ‘“An Act to 
e a revolving fund for the purchase of agricultural commodities and 


erlals to be processt 1 iy occuple 1 areas and sold 


This bill would repeal Public Law 820, 80th Congress, commonly 
known as the Natural Fibers Act. That act provided a revolving 
fund for the purpose of purchasing natural fibers produced in the 
United States together with other materials used in the processing 
of such fibers. It also provided for transporting the fibers and other 
materials to occupied areas for processing and the ultimate sale of 
the products obtained from the processing. The main purpose of 
the Natural Fibers Act was to assist in the industrial rehabilitation 
and economic recovery of occupied areas. Japan is the only area to 
take advantage of this opportunity. A note for $100 million was 
issued to finance shipments of raw cotton to Japan. The total 
expenditures made amounted to approximately $57.5 million. The 
fund has been fully repaid and the continued existence of the Natural 
Fibers Act requires annual reports which involve the expenditure of 
time and money and serves no useful purpose. 


H. R. 2842 


lo authorize the Secretary of Defense to transfer certain land and access rights to 
the Territory of Hawaii 


This bill would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Army to 
convey to the Territory of Hawaii all interest of the United States in 
two parcels of land within the Fort DeRussv Military Reservation, 
L. 2 together with certain other access rights. About one-fifth 
of an acre is involved in this « mvevance, Fee title is required by the 
Territory before it can develop a highway in that area. The property 
is excess to the needs of thi Department of Defense. 


H. R. 222 
peal the provision of the Act of Julv 1, 1902 (32 Stat. 662), as amended, 
reiati to pa OL civilla employ s of the Navy Department appointed for 
f the United States and in Alaska 


This bill repeals the provisions of another act relating to the pay of 
civilian emplovees of the Navy Department appointed for duty beyond 
the continental limits of the United States and Alaska Under a 
statute of 1902 the Navy Department is only authorized to pay the 


‘ } } 


salaries of new appointees of the > ivy Department trom the date o 
sailing from the United States and until the date of return to the 
United States On the other hand, other governmental departments 
are authorized to pay salaries from the point of recruitment or place 
of actual residence of the emplovee concerned. The bill repeals the 
statute relating to the Navy and thus removes an inequity and permits 


uniformity within the Department of Defense. It is difficult to esti- 
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mate the cost of this bill, but on the basis of present emplovment and 


considering 3 days average travel time, there will be an additional cost 
of $40,000 per year, if the measure is enacted. 


H. R. 2274 
To further amend the Act of Mav 26. 1948. entitled “An Act to establish Civil 
Air Patrol as a civilian auxiliary of the United States Air Foree and to aut Le 
the Secretary of the Air Force te extend aid to Civil Air Pat the fulfillm« 


of its objectives, and for other purposes”’ 


The purpose of this bill is to revise and amend Publie Law 557, 80th 
Congress, so as to enable the Department of the Air Force to better 
render the support necessary for the Civil Air Patrol to perform its 
assigned mission as an Air Force Auxiliary. The bill authorizes 
the Air Force to render assistance to the Civil Air Patrol by the issu- 
ance of supplies and equipment without regard to the Federal Pro 
and Administrative Services Act of 1949 The bill also authorizes 
the payment of actual expenses Io! subsistence, travel, and transpor 
tation incurred by members of the Civil Air Patrol while engaged in 
carrying out missions assigned by the Air Force during war or national 
emergency. It is difficult to predict the cost of this bill Undoubt- 
edly, some additional expenses would be entailed, if enacted. Such 
expenses would be mainly in transportation costs which might total 
approximately $200,000 per year for a vear or two after the law had 
become fully implemented and until CAP units approached a point 
of being fully equipped. 


To authorize the Secretary of Defense and the Secretaries of the Army, the Navy, 
and the Air Force to reproduce and to sell copies of official records of the 
respective departments, and for other purposes 


The purpose of this bill is to authorize the Secretary of Defense and 
the Secretaries of the military departments to reproduce, rent, sell, o1 
otherwise dispose of, to interested persons, concerns and institutions, 
copies of the official records of the department concerned, including 


but not limited to, papers, miscellaneou locuments. books. photo 


graphs, lantern slides, movie picture film and sound reproductions 
consistent with national security under regulations promulgated with 


the approval of the Secretary of Defense at such prices and fees as may 
be prescribed under reculations. The bill would enuse no iI rease in 
the budgetary requirements for the Department of Defens: 


To repeal section 205 (b) of the Lrmed Fore Reserve Act of 1952 


The purpose of this bill is expressed in its tith It would repeal 
section 205 (b) of the Armed Forees Reserve Act of 1952 whi h pro 
vides that the ‘authorized aggregate personnel strength of the Ready 
Reserve shall not exceed a total of one million five hundred thousand.” 
The limitation in subsection 205 (b) defeats the basic purpose of the 
Armed Forces Reserve Act and the Universal Military Training and 
Service Act of achieving equity in liability for service in the Armed 
Forces and permitting reduction of the degree of such liability 
by satisfactory participation in active service or Reserve training 
programs. Since the Ready Reserve is a status of liability f 


ONLY 


for further 


involuntary active duty and not an organization, it is not possible to 
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set a definite strength limit without destroying the concept of degree 
of vulnerability. It is believed that a fixed ceiling 1s not necessary 
for the number of persons in the Ready Reserve The lifting of the 
celin imposed by the Armed Forces Reserve Act on the Ready Re- 
serve would not necessarily entail the extra expenditure of Federal 
funds 


| pl | ( icti credit, distributio 
es of » United States, and for other purposes 
The purpose of this bill is to provide for a statutory promotion, 
retention and elimination system for officers of the Reserve com- 
ponents [f enacted, this bill will provide a steady flow of promotions 
for qualified officers and will eliminate unqualified officers It isa 


far-reaching legislative item from the standpoint of high morale and 
providing efficient personnel planning in the Reserve components of 
the Nation’s Armed Forces. The enactment of the bill would result 
in no more cost to the Government than the adoption of any other 


snitable and effective method for the promotion of Reserve officers. 


for the convevance of the Camp B r Military Reservation, North 
Carolina, to e State of North Carolina 


This bill would authorize the secretary of th Army to convey to the 
State of North Carolina all of the Government’s interest in 2 parcels 
of land. 26.4 and 4.734 acres, respectively, comprising portions of the 
former Camp Butner Military Reservation, N.C. The conveyance 
will be without consideration and upon condition that the property 


be used for military purposes only. Provision is made for reversion of 
title under certain circumstances and also for use of the property by 
the Government during war or national emergency. The property 


has been under license to the National Guard since 1948. This 
conveyance will permit a worthwhile military utilization of the 
property. 


H. R. 6025 


erant a license to the Leahi Hospital, 


a nonprofit institution, to use certain United States property In the city and 
f Honoluwu, Territory of Hawai 


This bill would authorize the Secretary of the Army to grant a 


revocable license to the Leahi Hospital, a nonprofit institution, pro- 
viding for the use for parking purposes of a 4.431 acre parcel of land 
in Honolulu, T. H. The property is not needed at this time by the 
United States. 
H. R. 5509 
4 bill to amend the Army-Navy Medical Services Corps Act of 1947 relating to 
per centum of colonels in the Medical Service Corps, Regular Army 


This bill, which has passed the House and is now pending in the 
Senate, removes the arbitrary 2 percent limitation on the authorized 
number of Regular Army officers who may serve in the erade of 
colonel in the Medical Services Corps. The bill when enacted will 
place the Medical Services Corps on the same basis as all other Corps 
of the Army and should act as a stimulus for young officers who 
contemplate making the Medical Services Corps their career. 
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A bill to authorize the advancement of cert: tenants on the 20d at al 


This is a private bill which has passed the House which would 
authorize the promotion of five retired lieutenants of the Navy to 


the orade of lieutenant commander on the retired list. hese officers 
were midshipmen Ih the Naval Academy durmn World War | and 
their service had been construed as being a tvpe of service which 
entitled them to the benefits of a provision of law providing for the 
promotion of lieutenants with 21 or more years of service to the grade 
of lieutenant commander upon retirement \ previous law was 


passed in the Sist Congress with respect to the advancement of 
another lieutenant and these officers had been overlooked 


Rirporr oF SpeciaAL INVESTIGATIONS AS OF AuGusT 1, 1953 


House Resolution 125, passed February 24, 1953, authorized studies 
and investigations by the Armed Services Committee on all matters 
within its jurisdiction. House Resolution 156, passed March 5, 1953, 
appropriated moneys therefore. On March 5, 1953, the following 
subcommittee was appointed: Mr. Hess, of Ohio, chairman, Mr. 
Cunningham, of lowa, Mr. Bates, of Massachusetts, Mr. Nelson, of 
Maine, Mr. Hébert, of Louisiana, Mr. Fisher, of Texas, and Mr. 
Hardy, of Virginia. <A staff was assembled in March and the sub- 
committee held its first hearing March 16, 1953 

Thirty-three days of hearings were had out of a total of 100 business 
days since the subcommittee was formed—6,657 folios of testimony 
were taken, 

The prime targets have been waste in the military, irregularities 
in contracting, influence peddling, and inefficiencies in administration. 

The subcommittee has had under consideration 137 specific cases 
referred principally by Members of Congress. Unless the public 
interest is served by publishing the results of investigations made on 
these complaints, the matter is handled directly with the Member. 

The following are some of the subjects having a public interest 
which the subcommittee either has reported or on which they are about 
to report. 


I. DEFENSE CATALOGING AND STANDARDIZATION ACT, PUBLIC LAW 436, 


82D CONGRESS 


The subcommittee held 4 days public hearings in March on the 
operation under the Single Catalog and Standardization Act. The 
hearings have been published and the subcommittee has filed a report 
concerning the program and progress made under this law. 

The subcommittee’s report was critical of the interdepartmental 
controversies over the implementation of the law and it expressed its 
concern with the rate of progress. The subcommittee is alerted to 
see that the single catalog is developed in accordance with the long- 
time intent of Congress. 
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Il. RESTRICTIVE SPECIFICATIONS AND BIDDING 


The subcommittee made an investigation of the expenditure of 
money by the Army Ordnance Corps for tire testing and filed its 
report May 29, 1953. The report condemned the expenditure of 
nearly one-half million dollars annually by the Army Ordnance Corps 
for a process that duplicates testing of tires bought from commercial 
producers. The Defense Appropriation Act forbids the use of any 
moneys, by the services, for such expenditures by specific amendment. 


Il, ARMED SERVICES EXCHANGES 


Following numerous complaints and the sworn charges of the 
American Retail Federation, a complete review of the operation of 
the exchanges was made. Present operations were compared with the 
—— of the Philbin committee of 1949 which have been 
ipproved by the Armed Services Committee. Some of the criticism 
was answered. It was the opinion of the subcommittee that there 
were adequate regulations and laws governing the use and operation 
of exchanges; that the failures were in enforcement of these regula- 
tions. There were other findings and recommendations, but in the 
main it was found that the exchanges were a necessary morale factor; 
that the beneficiaries were the sons and daughters of the Americ an 
taxpayers, at their military posts, who required exchanges to make 
purchases of their small merchandising requirements. 


IV. ARMY ORDNANCE (CHICAGO AND NEW YORK) 


A thorough investigation was made of procurement practices for 
large caliber ammunition in the Chicago Ordnance District. Over 
2,000 pages of testimony as well as written staff reports are under 
advisement. This study has been completed and is awaiting the con- 
currence of the membership. 

The subcommittee held 5 days of hearings in New York and inter- 
viewed over 100 witnesses concerning charges made of irregularities in 
that district. The subcommittee was split into four separate hearing 
sroups. Some “leads” developed in these hearings and are now being 
further investigated. A report will be issued during the recess, 


V. INFLUENCE PEDDLING AND “‘LEAKING”’ OF INFORMATION 


The subcommittee held 9 days of hearings on allegations of attempted 
influence peddling and “leakage” of information concerning procure- 
ment of Government contracts. The subcommittee’s report is now 
being prepared for consideration of the membership. 


VI. STANDARDIZATION 


The subcommittee held 2 days of hearings on proposed standardiza- 
tion, by the Army, of 210 ¢. f. m. compressors to the exclusion of com- 
petition under an exception contained in the Armed Services Procure- 
ment Act for technical equipment and also under the emergency pro- 
visions of that act. 
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The report is completed and will be published within the next few 
days. The subcommittee will express its views on the type of stand- 
ardization most desirable for the maintenance of the competitive 
system while effecting the greatest economies in parts and machines. 


VII. STANDARDIZATION OF DETECTING DEVICES FOR TESTING OF 
PACKAGED GOODS 


A vast loss occurs by reason of the or aie” _ of packed and 
stored goods. Seven days of hearings (and a staff study) have been 
completed on waste occurring in storage of cea not adequately 
packaged and inadequately tested; and the whole subject of preser- 
vation by packaging of defense materiel. 

The report will be submitted to the membership on the latest 
developments in the art of packaging and testing with the subcom- 
mittee’s recommendations on the best utilization of available tech- 
niques and instruments. 


VIII. STANDARDIZATION OF PREFABRICATED HOUSES 


The subcommittee held 4 days of hearings on the proposal to stand- 
ardize steel prefabricated buildings. Both industry and the services 
were heard as well as the Standardization Agency. A summary of 
the testimony and the conclusions of the subcommittee are in prepara- 
tion and, when issued, will express the subcommittee’s views on the 
value of standardization in this field. 


IX. DEFECTIVE MACHINE PARTS—INSPECTION 


The subcommittee has paid close attention to the inspection services 
of the military. It has pointed up failures in this regard. It inter- 
cepted a shipment and caused an inspection to be made on the spot, 
showing that a tremendous volume of defective material (which 
would have made the tanks wholly inoperative) bad gotten into the 
supply line through failures of inspection. The subcommittee has ¢ 
continuing interest in failures of this character. 


X. CLOTHING RACKET 


The subcommittee conducted 2 days of hearings on alleged irre- 
sponsible bidding in the New York Quartermaster Procurement 
District. This report resulted in the Army being able to cancel out 
irresponsible bidders. 


XI. MILITARY ATTACHE SYSTEM 


The subcommittee took under consideration the deployment of 
military personnel in the attaché system. Much of the testimony is of 
a restricted nature. Additional data will be assembled during recess 
and a report issued. 
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XII DISAPPEARANCE OF MAJ. WILLIAM V. HOLOHAN 


\ special investigative subcommittee consisting of Mr. Cole, of 
New York, and Mr. Kilday, of Texas, was appointed to study and make 
further investigations on the disappearance and death of Maj. William 
V. Holohan behind enemy lines in December 1944. A report was 

} | 1953 Amendment of the Criminal! 
il courts concurrent jurisdiction with military 


in the « mplov ot the United States Government 


(Code was recom- 


duties outside the United ates. who commit any 


nmon Law 


OF OPERATION OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE 


The total expenditures for salaries, statione Vv. transcripts, printing, 


and travel of members and staff on official duties amounted to 


1Q 29 








